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raining

' iﬁs@ainews :

Local industries in great shape

alby proved 1tse1f asa majn

contender last Frlday, when a

local business and resident

each walked away winners
from the Australian Tra:mmg :

Awards in Sydney.

~ Auto electrical business Diesel
‘Electrics won: the Prime Minis-:

ter’s Small Business of the Year

. award while Josephine Shannon

' was named runner-up for-the Aus-
tralian Apprentlce of the Year.

- Aimed at recognising exeel-
‘lence in the training sector, the
evening was held at the Sydney"

‘Olympic Park Sports. Centre and

brought together state and terri- -

tory award winners for a multi-
tude of categories.
Owners of Diesel Electrics An

thony and Kellie Wenning said it -

was a huge honour to be recog-,

nised for something they are so

.passionate about. :
“We are very comn:utted to ded- :

icating the time and resources

needed to help our employees

achieve their own career goals %

'Mrs Wenning said.

“Not only does this heip them as
individuals, it helps our business

and itmakesa qontrlbutmn to our
‘region’s future.” :

‘Diesel Electrics, a. eommercml

~and heavy equipment service

. cenire, was described as a “small -
‘business with a blg commltment ;
-to training”.

Mrs Wenning sald the awards

‘mvolved a rigorous judging pro- -
- cess including site evaluations

and a‘presentation and interview

- session in fmnt of a panel of ex-

perts in Canberra.

“Participating in the Tra:mmg' =
Awards has been an amazing and

rewarding experience that has

_opened doors for us to grow as a

business and to grow as md1v1-

. duals,” Mrs Wenning said.
_ Josephine Shannon was anoth_- ;

er winner, walking away as run-

‘her-up Australian Apprentlce of
.the Year on the evening. ;

-Josephine, who was announced

state finalist in September, said
receiving the national award was

a huge honour.
“It was quite a prwﬂege,” Jose-
phine said.

Finalists alse attended a week ‘.
ofprofessmnal development activ--

ities befn_re judging took place the

Wa I‘d Wlnnel‘s

| Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills, Jobs :

and Workplace Relations, Senator the Hon
Christopher Evans, Anthony and Kellle

' ,Walnlngatﬂlenushalan'l'rdﬂlgmm

in Syllney.

: day before the event.

“By the time the night came to-
gether; we (finalists)all knew each

other well so we were-able to cele-

brate each other’s winnings,” Jo-

. sephine said. ! .
Josephine spent 20 years out of
' the workforce before she resumed
her career in office administra-

Josephine Shannon lnght was announced

 the Australian Apprentice of the Year
.- unner-up on Friday evening at the Aus-
trallan Training Awards in Sydney, by - -
' Parllamentary Secretary for Education and

Training from the Notthern Territory Lynne

 Walker (left) and 2009 Australian Appren- -

tice oﬂheYur winner laoqll Vella.

tion with a trameeshlp

After moving to Dalby last year, _
Josephme now works as a custom-:
er service officer for reception in

executive servicesfor the Western

Downs Regional Council.
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